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Abigail Rodriguez, owner 
of the new Barking Cupcake 
Bakery in Forest City, told 
Council recently it is very 
difficult to open a business 
in Forest City.  She said diffi-
culties with complying with 
orders of the town’s building  
code enforcement officer, 
from Code Inspections Inc., 
had resulted in her having to 
pay rent and utilities begin-
ning in 2016 until she finally 
opened in Jan. 2018.

She said she received con-
flicting directions about the 
equipment she needed for 
her bakery and had to get rid 
of some purchases and make 
new purchases.

Council President Nick 
Cost apologized to her for 
her delays and problems and 
indicated that the previous 
code enforcement company 
had been discharged in Jan-
uary and a new company 
was now handling building 
codes.

Cost said they were happy 
to have her open her store 
and wished her well in her 
venture.

Cost also stated that 
Main Street coordinator Art 
McLain is assembling a list 
of available spots on Main 
Street for potential business-
es

The need for repairs to 
the floor in the Senior Cen-
ter, as well as continuing 
renovations of the Borough 
Building, occupied major 
time at the March 5 Council 
meeting.  A Home Depot es-
timate of $6,000 to make the 
badly needed repairs in the 
Senior Center, and to install 
new flooring in the Mayor’s 
Office,  was tabled until an-
other estimate could be se-
cured. An estimate was also 
received from local contrac-
tor Phil Hodges.

Mayor Tammy Rogalski 
said she did not need new 
flooring in her office so it will 
be necessary for Councilman 
Chris DeGonzague to get a 
new estimate, just for the Se-
nior Center.  It was reported 
that some structural issues 
are involved in the repairs 
and must be addressed be-
fore new tile can be laid.

Councilman Bob Lesjack 
suggested the stage be re-
moved from the 3rd floor 

William Pentecost Hall and a 
larger kitchen be installed to 
accommodate weddings and 
other larger events which 
he hopes to attract to the lo-
cation. He said the present 
kitchen could be converted 
to a cloak room.  

This action was also tabled 
when questions from local 
resident John Scepita re-
vealed that no Building Code 
or  Fire Dept. inspection or 
occupancy permit  had been 
conducted to determine 
what capacity the hall would 
be allowed to hold.

Lesjack said the contrac-
tor for the bathroom mod-
ernizations has been notified 
that several deficiencies have 
been found in the work.

In replying to a question 
brought up at the Febru-
ary meeting about installing 
eight new chandeliers in the 
upstairs hall, Lesjack said he 
was able to purchase eight of 
them for just $600.

Former Council President 
William D. Orasin attended 
the March 5 Council meeting 
to congratulate Council on 
receiving a $273,000 grant for 
new sidewalks and street re-
pairs on the east side of Main 
Street.  He urged Council to 
undertake the project this year 
to complete the downtown 
project for the improvement of 
the business community.

Council President Nick Cost 
thanked Mr. Orasin for his 
leadership in the past Council 
which resulted in submitting 
the grant application.  The 

previous Council also secured 
a grant to install the new side-
walks on the West side of the 
street and to install the infra-
structure for decorative street 
lighting.

Both Orasin and Cost also 
singled out Borough Assistant 
secretary Cindi Stone for pre-
paring the applications which 
led to the grants.

The project will require 
$92,000 in matching funds 
from the Borough which will 
come from Act 13 Natural Gas 
Impact Fees.

Hometown
Heroes 
Deadline

The deadline for the Home-
town Heroes banners for the 
Forest City area Historical So-
ciety is March 31, according to 
chairperson Tammy O’Reilly 
and Dave Opeka.  

  Anyone wishing to have a 
family member, who served 
during wartime, enshrined 
with a banner at the Museum, 
must fill out an application, 
found elsewhere in this edi-
tion. 

The cost is $100 and the ap-
plication with photo and check 
should be mailed to Home-
town Heroes, 13149 St. Rte. 
374, Union Dale, PA 18470.

The Forest City News will be accepting photographs for 
its annual Mother’s Day edition. The date of the publi-
cation for this edition is Wednesday, May 9. This year 
Mother’s Day is on May 13th.

This year’s edition will be in full color.  
The cost is $20 for color.

Anyone interested in having their picture in this issue 
can email or drop off a picture at the News office no 
later  than  Wed.,  May 2 . You can email photos to 
fcnews@nep.net.
Everyone who submits a photo will also have the photo 
included on our website, in color, for FREE. 

Mother’s Day Photos for
The Forest City News

According to the Forest 
City Regional School Board 
the last day of school for K-12 
students in the district will 
be on Friday, June 15 with 
graduation to take place on 
that day.  That is if there are 
no more snow days this year.  
The revised school calendar 
for 2017-18 was approved 
at the monthly meeting on 
March 12.  

Pre-Kindergarten classes 
will remain in session for the 
full 180 days, with the last 
day scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 26, 2018.

The following letter was 
provided to the NEWS by 
Superintendent Dr. Jessica 
Aquilina and every student 
will be receiving a copy of it.

The letter reads as follows:  
The Forest City Regional 

School District Board of Di-
rectors approved an updated 
calendar for the 2017-2018 
school year at their Regular 
Business Meeting on Mon-
day, March 12, 2018.  The up-
dated calendar includes the 
use of seven Act 80 Exemp-

tion Days.  Act 80 Exemption 
Days provide school districts 
with an exception to the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education’s (PDE) 180 day 
minimum requirement for 
students provided that the 
minimum number of hours 
are met. Act 80 Exemption 
days serve as professional 
learning days for faculty and 
staff.    

The PDE requires 990 
hours for secondary students 
and 900 hours for elementary 
school students.  Due to the 
length of our school day, the 
schedule in both the second-
ary and elementary schools 
far exceed the required num-
ber of hours.  The updated 
calendar provides for the last 
day of school for students in 
grades kindergarten through 
12 and high school gradua-
tion to be scheduled for Fri-
day, June 15, 2018.

Pre-kindergarten (pre-k) 
classes will remain in ses-
sion for the full 180 days, 
with the current last day for 
pre-k scheduled for Tuesday, 

June 26, 2018.  Additional in-
formation related to the last 
week of school for pre-k will 
be shared with parents in the 
near future.

Although it is never bene-
ficial to reduce our students’ 
access to instructional time, 
the late start to the school 
year, combined with our 
12th weather related closing, 
along with remaining work 
for the renovation project 
have made it necessary for us 
to amend the calendar.  End-
ing the school year on June 
15, 2018 will help ensure 
that the contractors are able 
to complete remaining work 
prior to the start of the 2018-
2019 school year. - Dr. Jessica 
Aquilina.

The district will host an 
informational session on the 
updated calendar on Tues-
day, March 20, 2018 at 5:30 
p.m. in the high school au-
ditorium.  Please feel free to 
contact Dr. Aquilina at 570-
785-2403 if you are unable to 
attend and if have any ques-
tions or concerns.  

Borough building repairs
Again debated at Council

Barking Cupcake owner
Says it is not easy to open
A business in Forest City

FCRHS Graduation set for June 15; 
Last day for K-12 June 15 tentatively

Former local official 
Comments on grant

The Forest City Re-
gional School Board held 
a moment of silence at 
the monthly meeting on 
March 12 to remember 
Dr. Thomas Mellow, a for-
mer teacher at the school, 
who passed away recently.  
Board President Mary Em-
mett remembered Dr. Mel-
low as a good person and 
a great teacher who will be 
missed.

Michael Rock was ap-
proved as a substitute 
bus driver for the 2017-18 
school year.

Thomas Bailer was ap-
proved as a Volunteer As-
sistant Coach for the Ju-
nior Senior Softball Team 
for the 2017-18 school year.  

The School Board ap-
proved the High School’s 
“Program of Studies” for 
the 2018-19 school year.  
It can be found on the 
school’s website.

The High School trip to 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
and Hershey was ap-
proved at a cost of $1,098.  
It is scheduled for May 
30 through June 1.  More 
information will be sent 
home with students.

The following Depart-
ment Chairs for the 2017-
18 school year were ap-

proved:  Pre-K-Grade 1 
- Mrs. Heather Monahan;  
Grades 2-3 - Mrs. Bobbi Jo 
Goben;  Grades 4-6 Eng-
lish, Language Arts - Mr. 
Robert Pryal;  Grades 4-6 
Science - Mr. Jason Pant-
zar;  High School Eng-
lish, Language Arts - Mrs. 
Carrie Kemmerer;  High 
School Math - Ms. Cynthia 
Weiss;  High School Social 
Studies - Mr. Christopher 
Wade;  High School Sci-
ence - Mr. Daniel Nebzy-
doski.

Several employees were 
granted unpaid leave by 
the Board.  The board’s 
new policy only identi-
fies the employee by num-
ber rather than by name.  
When questioned about 
this by the News, Board 
President Mary Emmett 
said it was based on a 
recommendation by the 
school’s solicitor.

The resignation of Bar-
bara Lesjack, for reason of 
retirement, was approved.  
The board wished her well 
in her retirement after over 
12 years of service to the 
school district.

The next meeting will be 
held on April 9 in the high 
school library.

Moment of silence for former teacher;
FCR Employee retiring after 12 years

Clifford Supervisors address 
loss of business in town 

by Theresa Opeka
Two issues  - where taxes 

go and the loss of businesses 
- were addressed at the Tues-
day, March 13 meeting of the 
Clifford Township Supervi-
sors  

Supervisor Barry Searle 
said he wanted to address 
two topics.  The first was 
where the township’s taxes 
go.  “We post the budget ev-
ery year.  You get a receipt 
when you pay your taxes,” 
he said.  He took an ex-
ample of a tax bill in which 
the township gets $136.42.  
“How far does it go?” he 
asked.  He broke down the 
income for taxes received for 
2018.  There is  $425,000.  Dirt 
road repair - $80,000; Ma-
jor repairs like bridges and 
culverts - $100,000; Snow 
removal - $65,000; Heating 
repairs - $100,000; Insurance 
- $12,000; Salaries, including, 
road workers, supervisors, 
secretary and the solicitor - 
$61,000..  The supervisors get 
$137.94 a month.  “We pay 
upfront on construction.  We 
aren’t in debt,”  he said.  

A man in the audience 
said he has seen how the 
township has been run over 
the past 30 years and people 
have no idea how bad it was.  

Searle said, “Eight years 
ago, we had to figure out 
where we were going to get 
money for stamps for the his-
torical society,” Searle said.  

He next addressed the loss 
of businesses.  He said he 
will be going to the Forest 
City Business Alliance mixer 
tomorrow night to talk up 
Clifford and will be talking 
to Representative Jonathan 
Fritz Thursday about roads 
and how to attract business-
es.  “We have talked to the 
National Association of In-

dependent Grocers who re-
ferred us to the Pennsylvania 
Food Merchants Association.  
We will be going to a meeting 
on April 16 in Tunkhannock 
on why the area is losing 
businesses.  It’s a business is-
sue, not a government issue.  
If people feel they can make 
money here, they will invest 
here,” he said.  He said they 
could give a tax break but 
there aren’t any business tax-
es in the township and they 
can’t stop other taxes.  

Another suggestion was 
to have the former grocery 
store donated to the town-
ship but it is in foreclosure to 
the bank and what would the 
township do with it.  

Several banks are closing 
in the area and the reason 
may be due to people bank-
ing online.  Searle noted that 
First National Bank will be 
keeping an ATM at it’s old 
location.  

“Our population is aging.  
The kids are moving away.  
The demographics don’t 
support it.  We will have to 
reinvent ourselves,”  Searle 

said.  
A man in the audience 

said the township should get 
funding from the county to 
build apartments for the el-
derly.  

Searle also mentioned 
starting a farmer’s market 
but people were vehemently 
against it the last time they 
proposed it since others al-
ready exist in the area. Searle 
said, “We know the issues.  
We grew up here.  We are 
trying to sell the area but we 
(supervisors) aren’t here to 
do business.”  

Larry Wilson mentioned 
that a sewage system would 
need to be addressed if se-
nior housing would be built.  

A woman suggested get-
ting a Dollar General like 
Forest City has but a man in 
the audience said it would 
only be a band-aid and an-
other woman said it would 
hurt businesses that exist 
and ‘have you seen the peo-
ple that go in there?’ 

The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, April 10 at 
7pm.

Light Parade in 
Forest City 
Sat., August 4

A Light Parade will be held 
on Saturday, August 4 in For-
est City in conjunction with 
the Trail-Town Festival.  The 
parade will kick off at 9 PM 
from the VISION 2000 Indus-
trial Park and continue up 
Rte. 247 to Main Street where 
it will turn right and head up 
Main Street where it will end 
at D.G.’s Bar.  

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating is asked to contact 
Chris Glinton at 570-960-2754 
or email him cgltd.cg@gmail.
com.

   The Forest City Lions Club was honored on March 12 by officials of Lions International 
on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the local Club.  It was founded on April 8, 1948.  
A plaque was presented to Lion President Steven Tourje by the District Governor and his 
cabinet at a dinner meeting at Crystal Pines, Crystal Lake.  There were 22 in attendance.  
Pictured, left to right,1st District Governor Bill Metschulat, District Governor Cathy 
Metschulat and 2nd District Governor Fran Stepkovitch.  The Club helped to establish, 
and has continued to maintain, the Forest City Branch Library for the past 50 years.

I guess Forest City 
now has a 1PM and 10PM 
whistle!  Or some entity 
responsible for resetting 
it, forgot  daylight sav-
ings time went into effect 
March 11.

* * * * *
It was a full house with 

some great music at the 
Forest City Area Historical 
Society Museum Sunday 
afternoon with the Catho-
lic Choral Singers and the 
Forest City Regional High 
School Chorus.  We’ll have 
photo and story next week.

* * * * *
Maybe, just maybe, this 

next snow WILL miss us 
on Wednesday.

* * * * *
Maybe its wishful 

thinking but our writer, 
Art McLain, has begun his 
weekly column, “Think-
ing About Golf.”  Unfortu-
nately for us, that’s all we 
can do is “think” about it.

* * * * *
Forest City Regional 

School students were ju-
bilant last week when they 
learned school will be out 
June 15 due to the District 
using Act 80 days to make 
up the many snow days 
this year.  Pre-Kindergar-
ten classes still have to go 
until June 26 and all teach-
ers will have to attend for 
seven Act 80 days of con-
tinuing education after 
June 15.

* * * * *
Next Sunday is the start 

of Holy Week culminating 
with Easter on April 1st 
which is about the earliest 
Easter can be on the calen-
dar.

* * * * *
In our continuing round 

of visiting Dining Guide 
advertisers, we had deli-
cious fish dinners last Fri-
day at Lakewood Lodge.  
Of course our seat by the 
fireplace and the view of 
the Endless Mountains 
from their dining room 
added to the ambiance. 

* * * * *

FC Lions Club 70 Years Old


